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Facta has born in the middle of the 

global health emergency. 

Facta was a totally new and complex 

project generating huge attention, 

during a pandemic crisis, while living in 

Lombardia - the italian region that has 

been called the “New Wuhan” due the 

level of infections -, during a lockdown 

that has stranded everyone with no 

chance for any meeting, and 

coordinating people who have never 

worked together before. 

> 6.400 WhatsApp messages

> 330 debunking articles

120 newsletter subscriptions

1.300 WhatsApp daily broadcast

We covered different contents: articles, 

viral text messages, videos, photos, voice 

messages, Facebook posts and Tweets.

CHALLENGES



Covid-19 and thrombosis

Italy’s fake news export

In april a post has been published on Facebook 

by an Italian doctor, claiming that Covid-19 

patients are being misdiagnosed with 

pneumonia when they actually have 

thrombosis. Severe Covid-19 has been 

associated with cases of thrombosis but that  

does not mean that current diagnoses or 

treatment of Covid-19 is wrong. There is no 

evidence about it. 

The FB post has travelled across many 

countries: Latin America, Europe, United 

States, Canada, Asia and Africa.

Quarantined italians singing songs 

Real news > out of contest > fake news 

Numerous Twitter users have edited the clips 

with audio from live recordings of their favorite 

pop songs: so we have real video with fake 

audios.

Daily life and disinformation

What are we fighting?

The pandemic crisis has changed the daily life 

for italians and the fight against disinformation 

for fact-checkers. During the lockdown 90% of 

our articles were about Covid-19, nowadays I 

can say that the pandemic is contained to 50% 

of our works. 



Being a fact-checker or a debunker 

during this pandemic, gave us the 

opportunity to make the difference.

Being a fact-checker or a debunker in 

the middle of a global health emergency, 

gave us the opportunity to demonstrate 

how necessary is our work. 

OPPORTUNITIES

Being a fact-checker or a debunker 

during Covid-19 lockdown, gave us the 

opportunity to understand that if we 

have a computer, an Internet 

connection and a mobile, we can work 

from everywhere.



Working during the Covid-19 pandemic as a 

fact-checker and a debunker gave me the 

opportunity to better understand what are 

the values on which my job is based: 

transparency, impartiality, 

professionalism.
Being a fact-checker or a debunker in 

the middle of a global health emergency, 

made us understand what we need to 

be able to guarantee in order to give 

an excellent service to citizens. We 

need data, official reports, experts and 

press freedom.

OPPORTUNITIES
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