
Key takeaways
 

In Poland, the Facebook debate has moved from neutral or supportive
information about the Green Deal to open criticism of the ruling party.

The Center for Propaganda and Disinformation Analysis (CAPD), in
partnership with the International Republican Institute’s Beacon Project,
tracked the Polish- language Facebook debate regarding the European
Green Deal (Polish: Europejski Zielony Ład) using CrowdTangle.
Between 20 April and 20 September 2022, CAPD examined the top 100
most-interacted-with Facebook posts each month to identify malign
narratives and sources as well as to better understand the general
debate about Green Deal legislation in the Polish information space.
This monitoring is a part of a larger IRI initiative implemented
simultaneously in five EU countries, including Poland, the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Romania, and Bulgaria.
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In recent months, the Facebook debate has moved from neutral or
supportive information about the Green Deal to open criticism of
the ruling party Prawo i Sprawiedliwość (Law and Justice/PiS) in
terms of its energy policy;

The main background to the debate was the Russian invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022, the blockade of coal imports from Russia,
and rising energy prices, as well as increasing inflation and
problems with the availability of coal in Poland;

Critics have accused PiS of supporting the European Union's climate
policy, submission to the EU, and starting the liquidation of mining
in Poland; 

https://www.iribeaconproject.org/our-work-analysis-and-insights/2022-06-30/european-green-deal-mapping-perceptions-central-and
https://www.iribeaconproject.org/our-work-analysis-and-insights/2022-06-30/european-green-deal-mapping-perceptions-central-and


The most radical statements about the Green Deal have actually
come from politicians who represent PiS (Green Deal is dead) or the
coalition; and
The limited involvement of not only all political circles, but also
other actors – such as representatives of local government units,
business, or academia – means that right-wing and far-right circles
have dominated the debate so far.

Konfederacja (Confederation) – a right-wing and eurosceptic political
party, registered before the 2019 European Parliament elections
under the name Konfederacja Wolność i Niepodległość
(Confederation Liberty and Independence); 
Ruch Narodowy (National Movement) – a nationalist, conservative,
national-Catholic, and eurosceptic political party; 
Konfederacja Odnowy Rzeczypospolitej Wolność i Nadzieja
(Confederation for the Renewal of the Republic Liberty and Hope),
also commonly known as KORWiN – a right-wing populist political
party; and
Solidarna Polska (United Poland, also known as Solidarity Poland) –
which describes itself as a party that consistently defends Polish
sovereignty and the rights of Polish families. It is part of
Zjednoczona Prawica (United Right), i.e. the PiS-dominated ruling
coalition.

Over time, negative posts replaced neutral and supportive posts about
the Green Deal. The main narratives boil down to statements of right-
wing representatives about the harmfulness of the EU’s climate policy;
their demands for Poland to terminate the EU climate package and the
European Green Deal; and their calls for the country to completely
oppose Fit For 55, as well as reconstruct the Polish coal industry as the
basis of Polish energy policy. 

However, the most radical statements about the Green Deal have
recently come from politicians who represent PiS (Green Deal is dead)
or coalition parties, such as Janusz Kowalski from the Solidarna Polska
party (The Green Deal must be rejected completely!; The EU's Green
Deal was only there so that Germany could sell Russian gas from Nord
Stream). Such posts contradict claims of the rest of the right-wing and
far-right groups that PiS cooperates with the EU on the Green Deal.
These posts may also indicate a struggle for power in the ruling
coalition, as well as discrepancies in communication and in the activities
of the ruling party.

Both at the national and local levels, the accounts of political parties
and politicians with right-wing and far-right political views were
especially active. Mainly accounts connected to the following political
parties and their local branches have dominated the debate:
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https://www.facebook.com/63563473556/posts/10159711701793557
https://www.facebook.com/63563473556/posts/10159711701793557
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1307198006753084
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=599486284869346


The most active accounts of individuals have belonged to politicians,
including Robert Winnicki (president of the National Movement) and
Grzegorz Braun (one of the leaders of the Confederation). The
exception was the first month of monitoring between 20 April and 20
May, during which the activity of local governmental offices from all
over the country and businesspeople was still largely visible. After that
period, PiS launched a more intensive communication strategy about
the Green Deal, energy, and related issues, prompting a backlash from
more right-wing voices, effectively drowning out other actors.  

In some cases, individual parties have been noticeably consistent in
their communication at the national and local levels, creating a network
of connections. In April 2022, for example, the Confederation
introduced the hashtag #TaniWęgiel (#CheapCoal) and its proposals for
energy sovereignty have included: abandoning the EU’s climate policy,
including the Climate and Energy Package, the European Green Deal,
and the Fit for 55 package; focusing mainly on the extraction of Poland's
own coal; diversification of oil supplies and starting to negotiate deals
mainly with Iran, Norway, the United States, Canada, and Kazakhstan.
Then, in July 2022, National Movement started to promote its own
Pakiet Bezpieczeństwa Energetycznego (Energy Security Package) for
Poland, which includes: a ban on the exports of coal and lumber;
elimination of green certificates; rejection of the EU’s energy policy,
including the Green Deal; opening new coal mines; and the acceleration
of the construction of nuclear power plants.

Both parties’ proposals were a response to those of the ruling party in
the face of the energy crisis in Poland, as related to the war in Ukraine
and rising prices of energy raw materials and energy itself. In this
context, the accounts of these parties and their politicians have thus
used the Green Deal to pursue their own anti-government policy and to
criticize PiS, and to a lesser extent the European Union.

Taking into account that such political actors have dominated the
Facebook debate on the Green Deal in Poland, the almost complete lack
of representatives of left-wing circles and Koalicja Obywatelska (Civic
Coalition) is striking [Civic Coalition is a catch-all political alliance formed
around Platforma Obywatelska (Civic Platform) in opposition to PiS].
The question remains whether other actors are not participating in this
debate at all, or whether they only see Facebook as an inappropriate
platform for pluralistic debate on this topic and exert their energies on
other social media or elsewhere.

Therefore, it cannot be stated that the results of the monitoring present
a complete picture of the debate surrounding the Green Deal in Poland
and that they constitute the basis for an unambiguous conclusion on
the opinion of Polish society on this subject.
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https://www.facebook.com/100044298436333/posts/560939498725993
https://www.facebook.com/100064473164551/posts/428007832691652


Moreover, the limited involvement of not only all political circles in the
debate on Facebook, but also other actors – such as representatives of
local government units, business, or academia – means that right-wing
and far-right circles steer this debate largely unilaterally. Thus, those
exposed to the debate receive an openly anti-government message,
and one without reliable facts about the Green Deal.
Facebook monitoring showed that the debate has been basically
reduced to criticism of the ruling party's energy policy; clear opposition
to the European Green Deal by right-wing and far-right circles; the
negative impact on Polish farmers; and a retreat from clean energy in
favor of domestic coal.

At the end of September 2022, the United Surveys studio,
commissioned by Wirtualna Polska, asked the question: "Who is
responsible for the drastic increase in energy prices in Poland?" A total
of 35.6% respondents blamed the PiS government as the main culprit.
The Green Deal, i.e. “the policy of energy transformation of the
European Union” (as explained in the survey) ended up only in third
place at 18.4%. Such results indicate a visible link between the
monitored Facebook Green Deal debate, often anti-governmental as
described above, and its impact on public opinion. 
Interestingly, the same poll showed Vladimir Putin in first place among
PiS voters as bearing responsibility for energy inflation. The conducted
monitoring has noted, but only to a limited extent, such a narrative.
Representatives of the ruling party even introduced the concept of
"Putinflation" into the information space, i.e. a combination of the
words "Putin" and "inflation." The ruling party was clearly looking for
someone or something to blame for the negative effects of its own
energy policy, the deepening energy crisis, and rising inflation in the
country. However, PiS took this approach mainly outside the observed
debate about the Green Deal on Facebook.

The above observations lead to the recommendation that the debate
needs the participation of a much wider and more diverse group of
political and non-political actors. However, it will be difficult to conduct
a substantive discussion or an information campaign on the Green Deal
in the face of the upcoming winter and the deepening energy crisis in
Poland.

This article has been prepared with support from IRI's Beacon Project. The opinions
expressed are solely those of the author and do not reflect those of IRI.
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https://wiadomosci.wp.pl/putinflacja-polacy-nie-daja-wiary-w-nowym-sondazu-wskazuja-winnego-6816206794488640a

