
Key takeaways
 

Posts opposing the Green Deal accounted for the largest share (42
or 42%), followed by those supporting it (39%) and neutral ones
(19%). The 10 most- interacted-with posts accounted for 72% of the
roughly 10,100 total interactions.
Posts opposing the Green Deal were significantly more popular
compared to supportive or neutral posts, accounting for 65% of all
interactions and six out of the 10 most-interacted-with posts. All six
of these posts came from political actors. Only three of the 10 most-
interacted-with posts supported the Green Deal and one was
neutral. Eu
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Political actors in Bulgaria are using the EU’s environmental initiative to
further polarize society. 

In partnership with the International Republican Institute’s (IRI) Beacon
Project, the Center for the Study of Democracy (CSD) monitored
narratives related to the European Green Deal in the Bulgarian-
language Facebook space. The monitoring was conducted using
CrowdTangle and covered one-month increments starting from 20 April
2022. This monitoring is a part of a larger IRI initiative implemented
simultaneously in five EU countries, including Poland, the Czech
Republic, Slovakia, Romania, and Bulgaria.



The Green Deal itself remains one of the less popular topics in the
Bulgarian Facebook space relative to other political-economic
issues. The Green Deal is largely discussed in the context of the
wider issues of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the resulting threats
to Bulgaria’s energy security vis-a-vis the country’s energy
dependency on Russia. 
When it is discussed, the Green Deal is most prominently portrayed
negatively and disinformation narratives about it are used as talking
points in anti-EU and pro-Kremlin messaging. 
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The data collected for the first, one-month period (20 April to 20 May)
indicated that the Green Deal was largely covered in the context of two
inextricably connected issues: Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine
and Bulgaria’s energy security. While the volume of posts opposing the
Green Deal and those supporting it were nearly equal (42% and 39%,
respectively), opposing posts were significantly more popular,
accounting for 65% of all interactions compared to 17% for supportive
posts and 17% for neutral ones [1] Six of the 10 most-interacted-with
posts were opposed to the Green Deal, including the top four.
Worryingly, political actors mainly broach the subject, signalling that it is
strongly politicized and mostly presented through the lens of domestic
political interests. 

The most recurrent narrative opposing the Green Deal portrayed it as a
utopian ideology that was hurting the EU and its member states,
especially in connection with the reduced gas supply from Russia
following the invasion. With some 2,000 interactions (or nearly 20% of
the total), the most-interacted-with post was a video published by Ivo
Hristov, a member of the European Parliament (MEP) from the
Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP), of a speech he gave in the EP on the
RePowerEU plan. Hristov said that it was irresponsible to advance the
Green Deal at the price of “lowering the temperature of hot water and
restricting people’s shower time.” In his words, energy independence
was an “illusion”; the Green Deal was an “ideology”; and Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine “should not be turned into a reason for Europe’s
energy suicide.” The solution, according to Hristov, was to “seek peace”
and “ensure competitive prices from reliable sources,” strongly implying
a perceived need to restore energy supplies from Russia despite its
ongoing war of aggression against Ukraine. 

[1]  This analysis assumes that the vast majority of interactions tend to support a post, which is
usually the case for most of those on Facebook. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Ivo.Hristov.Petkov/videos/repowereu-plan-plenary/941017509903115/


This notion that the Green Deal is a “utopia,” “ideology,” or an “illusion”
was explicitly present in a total of nine posts, including three of the 10
most-interacted ones. Among them was a post by Angel Dzambazki,
another MEP and a vice-chairman of the VMRO nationalist party, of a
speech he gave in the European Parliament. According to him, the
“utopian and ideologized Green Deal” was the key reason behind
energy price spikes. With 814 interactions, this was the fourth most-
interacted-with post.

With some 1,100 interactions, the second most-interacted-with post
purported to show the “three things that [destroyed] Europe,” namely
“the Green Deal, the green certificates, and Zelenskiy.” Published in a
known pro-Kremlin public group by one of its members, the post
showcases how disparate concepts are unified in a single anti-systemic
and pro-Kremlin framework. This wordplay on Zelenskiy’s name (which
translates to “green” in most Slavic languages) was also evident in four
other posts opposing the Green Deal. One of these claimed that “all
things green” – the Green Deal, green certificates, and Zelenskiy – were
being forcefully imposed on ordinary people. 

A third set of prevalent narratives opposing the Green Deal was much
more explicit in its politicization and polarization of the initiative along
the lines of Bulgarian politics and what is often referred to as the
“culture war.” This set was exemplified by the posts of Elena Guncheva,
the now former deputy leader of the hyperpopulist, pro-Kremlin Revival
(Vazrazhdane) party. Coming in at third place with 850 interactions, one
of her posts contained what Guncheva called “the liberal’s handbook” –
a set of satirical suggestions for liberal-minded Bulgarians following
Gazprom’s halting of gas supplies to Bulgaria for refusing to pay in
rubles. For example, Guncheva suggested that Bulgarians should sit in
front of portraits of U.S President Joe Biden, Hero Mustafa (the U.S.
ambassador to Sofia), and Kiril Petkov (the former prime minister of
Bulgaria’s last government) to keep warm.

There was significant correlation between anti-Green-Deal and anti-EU
messaging. A total of 48 posts expressed an explicit position regarding
the EU, of which 20 posts (or 42% of all posts mentioning the EU)
opposed the union, 13 supported it, and 15 were neutral. All 20 of the
posts against the EU were also opposed to the Green Deal as was one
of the 15 posts expressing a neutral stance on the EU. Of the rest of the
14 neutral posts on the EU, eight supported the Green Deal and six
were neutral. 
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https://m.facebook.com/Djambazki.VMRO/videos/%D0%B5%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B5%D0%B9%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D1%8F%D1%82-%D1%81%D1%8A%D1%8E%D0%B7-%D1%82%D1%80%D1%8F%D0%B1%D0%B2%D0%B0-%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5-%D0%B4%D0%B0-%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%B8-%D0%BE%D1%82-%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6%D0%B4%D0%B5%D0%B1%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D0%B8-%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8-%D1%83%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%BF%D0%B8%D0%B8/1209846153085756/?refsrc=deprecated&_rdr
https://www.facebook.com/groups/233663276719240/permalink/4983188968433290
https://www.facebook.com/100051217200820/posts/529398052110764
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/gazprom-informs-bulgaria-it-will-halt-gas-supplies-april-27-2022-04-26/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/gazprom-informs-bulgaria-it-will-halt-gas-supplies-april-27-2022-04-26/


Of the 13 posts supportive of the EU, nine backed the Green Deal while
four posts expressed a neutral position. The findings indicate that the
correlation between negative attitudes toward the Green Deal and the
EU is stronger when compared to the correlation between positive
perceptions about the two, meaning there is much less nuance and
ambivalence when it comes to criticizing the EU and the Green Deal
than there is when supporting them. 

The posts that sparked the most engagement were those containing
disinformation. MEPs and members of the Bulgarian parliament were
active distributors. This showcases a worrying trend that the Green Deal
topic has been besmeared and ridiculed in order to serve the anti-EU
sentiment present in the agendas of some Bulgarian political actors.
With the turbulent political landscape and high general distrust in
national institutions, the general public is more susceptible to pro-
Kremlin and anti-EU narratives. We can thus expect the trend to
continue.

CSD will continue to monitor public Facebook content on the Green
Deal in Bulgaria in the coming months. The winter of 2022-3 will be a
particularly important monitoring period as the EU braces for a
potentially complete halt of natural gas supplies from Russia in a
blatant attempt at geopolitical blackmail. There is a clear danger that
climate-neutral measures are being sidelined in favor of short-term and
immediate solutions to the tightening of the global gas supply. As overt
support for the Green Deal dwindles, it could become an even less
popular topic on Bulgarian-language social media. Negative attitudes
could continue to dominate and perhaps even increase their share in
online discourse related to the Green Deal. 
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This article has been prepared with support from IRI's Beacon Project. The opinions expressed
are solely those of the author and do not reflect those of IRI.


