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Hostile Narrative Brief: 

War in Ukraine & Energy Security 

Introduction: 

Since the beginning of March, the International Republican Institute’s Beacon Project has produced 

regular briefs on hostile narratives related to the war in Ukraine. As Russia’s war of aggression 

continues to the Beacon Project has contracted local analysts in multiple central and eastern European 

countries to help support this monitoring initiative. In addition to further local expert insights the series 

will also produce topical special reports, with this issue being the first.  

 

As winter sets in across the continent concerns 

about citizens ability to pay utility charges and 

heat their homes have become one of the 

biggest concerns. As citizens seek explanations 

for the so-called energy crisis, messaging 

around the topic have the potential to reach 

broad audiences. There is the potential for this 

heighted anxiety to be exploited by hostile 

actors seeking to caste blame on Western 

sanctions or policies as well as 

miscommunication by officials undermining 

support for Ukraine in other ways. However, 

the situation also provides an opportunity for 

Ukraine’s allies to continue clarifying who is 

ultimately responsible for the crisis, Vladimir 

Putin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country 

 
Bulgaria 

 
Czech Republic 

 
Germany 

 
Ireland 

 
Lithuania 

 
Poland 

 
Romania 

 
Slovakia 

 
Ukraine 

  
 

https://www.iribeaconproject.org/our-work-analysis-and-insights/2022-07-29/hostile-narrative-brief-war-ukraine
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/files/be-heard/eurobarometer/2022/public-opinion-on-the-war-in-ukraine/en-public-opinion-on-the-war-in-ukraine-20221201.pdf
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As the topic is expected to resinate online throughout the winter months, the topic will be added to 

future reports along side the monitoring of messaging about refugees, sanctions, and NATO. While the 

topic of energy security is present in monitored content about sanctions, initial monitoring indicates that 

they are distinct and would benefit from dedicated analysis.  

 

With much of the online conversation focusing on blaming policies and policy makers for the energy 

crisis the focus of initial monitoring was on messages produced by political and government actors. To 

determine which actors are being blamed for the situation the local analysts monitored the most engaged 

with Facebook posts from the pages of significant political parties, their leaders, relevant ministries, 

ministers, as well as heads of state and government. Their posts related to keywords referencing the 

energy topic were reviewed and labelled on where they attributed blame. The labels used were if blame 

was attributed to the actions of western, domestic, or Russian actions or if they were not attributing 

blame but instead talking about more general concerns.  

 

Blame was most often, 40%, attributed to the actions and policies of domestic policy makers, while 

only 7% put the blame squarely on Russia for its invasion of Ukraine; and 12% blamed Western 

actions. The breakdown is significant because there remained 32% of content that failed to attribute 

blame to any of the actors. This means that nearly 1/3 of the reviewed posts may have left their audience 

without a clear actor to attribute the situation to. This has the potential to feed into broader concerns 

about energy security over the winter and increase the level of anxiety. The primary risk being that it 

can be exploited by those seeking to place blame on domestic and western leaders who have largely 

held a consistent line of support for Ukraine against Russia’s aggression. 

 

Overall Top Line Summary: 

• Only 7% of the monitored post blamed Russia for the energy crisis. This presents a missed 

strategic communication opportunity by allies of Ukraine to remind the public the energy crisis 

is a direct result of Russia’s unjustified invasion of Ukraine. 

• The perception of the current energy security topic as primarily an internal, domestic issue,  has 

the potential to increase political instability and puts governments clearly supportive of Ukraine 

at risk. It is particularly concerning if exploited by populist or openly anti-western actors. 

Countries where domestic actions were blamed were the highest in: Poland - 55%, Romania - 

56% and Czech Republic - 64%. 

• By not clearly attributing blame for the energy crisis on a specific actor may create an 

environment more favorable to conspiracy theories as people seek explanations. The countries 

with the most significant levesl of content not attributing blame on Facebook are: Germany - 

54%, Slovakia - 66%, and Ireland 74%. 

• Russia’s invasion yielded a more significant priority being places on energy supply 

diversification. Most countries in CEE have had moderate success in reducing reliance on 

Russian energy imports making them more resilient to future shocks imposed by Russia. 

• While switching to more secure gas and LNG supplies has been largely successful in the 

monitored countries, reliance on Russian oil remains an issue, especially for: Czech Republic, 

Hungary and Slovakia. These countries obtained derogations on the EU’s 6th sanction package 

focused on halting Russian oil imports by the end of the year. 
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Country Overviews: War and Energy Security 

Bulgaria 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Tihomira Doncheva 
Center for Information, Democracy, and Citizenship 
 
 Devora Kotseva, Todor Kiriakov  
A Data Pro 
 

Lubomir Donchev, Valentin Valkanov 
Human and Social Studies Foundation 
 
Nikola Tulechki 
Data for Good 

   

 

General Overview 

Bulgaria’s reliance on Russian energy imports is significant but not total. Unlike the popular narrative 

that the country is entirely dependent on Russia, in 2020, Bulgaria had an energy dependency rate of 

37.9%, lower than most other EU members. This perception versus reality is most easily exemplified 

by Russian natural gas imports. In 2020, the Ministry of Energy reported that close to 89% of all natural 

gas imports came from Russia. However, in the bigger picture, natural gas comprised just 14% of the 

energy mix in the country for the same year. 

Bulgaria is home to the largest oil refinery on the Balkan peninsula, which dominates the domestic 

market for motor fuels. It is owned by Russia’s Lukoil (though the refinery is registered in Amsterdam), 

processes mostly Russian oil, and regularly reports financial losses, thus, avoiding taxation. Bulgaria’s 

only nuclear power plant uses Russian equipment, relies on Russian fuel, and exports its nuclear waste 

to Russia. 

After Gazprom discontinued gas deliveries to Bulgaria in April 2022, the cabinet of then-Prime Minister 

Kiril Petkov sought to secure other sources of gas, including US-imported LNG. It completed the gas 

interconnector with Greece in order to link the two countries’ gas grids and began looking for alternative 

providers of nuclear fuel. However, the government also secured an opt-out from the EU’s Russian oil 

embargo. The uneasy coalition supporting Petkov’s government collapsed soon after and a caretaker 

cabinet was appointed by President, Rumen Radev, who has been accused of pro-Russian leanings. The 

acting government proceeded to abandon an LNG import agreement and attempted to resume 

negotiations with Gazprom. In October, the acting energy minister declared that Bulgaria intends to 

export oil products manufactured from Russian oil at Lukoil’s refinery. The European Commission 

subsequently warned Bulgaria against attempts to circumvent the sanctions. 

The Response in Social Media  

Bulgarian social media users have largely adopted these stances based on their own political leanings. 

People with pro-Western and pro-Ukrainian stances tend to accuse President Radev and the acting 

cabinet of siding with Russia and perpetuating Bulgaria’s energy dependency on Moscow. They also 

frequently blame GERB for not doing enough to diversify the energy sector during its rule in 2009-21. 

Users with pro-Russian convictions tend to accuse the PP-led government (2021-22) of allegedly 

betraying the nation’s interests by trying to sever energy ties with Russia. The same cohort of users 

points the finger at the West for inciting the crisis and has the tendency to share what seems to be  

Russian propaganda and articles with false, misleading or inaccurate information. Common hostile 

narratives include claims that the EU’s Green Deal has a destructive impact on the energy sector, that 

US energy firms are profiteering from the crisis, and that Bulgarian fuel is being secretly funneled into 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tihomiradoncheva/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/devora-kotseva-a366769b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/todor-kiriakov-146bb1116/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/infographs/energy/bloc-2c.html
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/infographs/energy/bloc-2c.html
https://www.me.government.bg/uploads/manager/source/VOP/buletin_systoqnie_energetika/Buletin_Energy-Finish-20.06.2022.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/infographs/energy/bloc-2a.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/bulgaria-lukoil-taxes-millions-russsia/31695145.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/bulgaria-nuclear-idUSL8N2JV2K6
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/bulgaria-to-replace-russian-gas-supply-with-cheaper-us-lng/
https://www.rferl.org/a/bulgaria-life-after-russian-gas/31860510.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/bulgaria-life-after-russian-gas/31860510.html
https://bnt.bg/news/pm-petkov-bulgaria-gets-exemption-from-eu-ban-on-russian-oil-imports-until-end-2024-306767news.html
https://bnt.bg/news/pm-petkov-bulgaria-gets-exemption-from-eu-ban-on-russian-oil-imports-until-end-2024-306767news.html
https://balkangreenenergynews.com/bulgarian-gas-thriller-between-lng-tankers-and-payments-in-rubles/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/bulgaria-says-talks-needed-resume-russian-gas-supplies-2022-08-22/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/europe/bulgaria-says-talks-needed-resume-russian-gas-supplies-2022-08-22/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/commission-warns-bulgaria-not-to-circumvent-eu-oil-sanctions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/commission-warns-bulgaria-not-to-circumvent-eu-oil-sanctions/
https://www.facebook.com/100057495277210/posts/568456321747539
https://www.facebook.com/100057495277210/posts/568456321747539
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1101635343890174
https://www.facebook.com/100044230699499/posts/672023597615324
https://www.facebook.com/496616280374221/posts/5565056046863527
https://www.facebook.com/496616280374221/posts/5565056046863527
https://www.facebook.com/496616280374221/posts/5617210708314727
https://www.facebook.com/100044174659165/posts/769308037885011
https://www.facebook.com/129158267155481/posts/8303953219675904
https://www.facebook.com/100044326424732/posts/667274391426769
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Ukraine. Users with no explicit political allegiances most commonly bemoan the impact of high prices 

on their daily lives or voice indignation at utility companies and fuel retailers. 

Overall, posts and media coverage on the topic of energy security receive more prominence compared 

to publications about sanctions, especially on Facebook. Energy-related posts are more numerous and 

draw a higher level of interactions. A similar tendency is observed on Twitter. The two topics rarely 

overlap, suggesting that the topic of energy security is not generally discussed in the context of the 

economic sanctions against Russia. The conclusion is that the energy topic and its impact on the 

domestic market is much more important to the average Bulgarian citizen than the topic of sanctions. 

Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Facebook 32 32% 29 29% 27 27% 12 12% 

Twitter 0 0% 48 48% 23 23% 29 29% 

*due to technical issues monitored media was not limited to political actors in Bulgara but reviewed all public content matching the 

energy related keywords used. 

 

Anxiety around energy availability and prices is currently very high in Bulgarian society, with 

electricity bills, fuel prices, and inflation being vigorously debated across traditional and social media 

channels. Political parties turned the topic into a cornerstone of their campaigns for the parliamentary 

election on 2 October and continued to stoke the debate during the subsequent negotiations for a new 

government. According to a poll conducted in September, 77% of Bulgarians believe that the next 

government’s top priority should be to secure affordable gas, electricity, and fuels; notably, only 20% 

of the respondents prioritized energy independence from Russia. In these circumstances, much of the 

political messaging related to the energy crisis has revolved around domestic issues, with local actors 

primarily blaming each other: 

Political parties We Continue the Change (PP), co-led by former PM Petkov, and Democratic Bulgaria 

(DB) represent the pro-Western, pro-Ukrainian camp in Bulgarian politics. Both have accused the 

caretaker government of failing to introduce effective energy support measures. PP has attacked the 

energy minister for misleading consumers about gas prices and trying to arrange for a renewal of the 

Gazprom gas deliveries. It has also emphasized its efforts to diversify Bulgaria’s energy sources. DB 

has repeatedly called for gas diversification and energy independence from Russia, while also endorsing 

the EU’s recovery plan and renewable energy. 

Centre-right Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB) is the largest party in the current 

parliament (and the party in power for most of the time between 2009-2021). It describes itself as pro-

Western and voices support for Ukraine. However, the party has criticized Bulgaria’s commitment to 

close a number of coal plants under the EU’s recovery plan, claiming that such a move would be 

disastrous for the energy sector. 

The caretaker government was installed by President Radev and is commonly seen as an instrument of 

his political agenda. While stopping short of declaring open support for Russia, the cabinet has 

https://www.bgonair.bg/a/214-izbori-2022/279518-ponosimi-tseni-na-gaz-tok-i-goriva-tova-iskat-nay-mnogo-balgarite-sled-izborite
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=805705093839342
https://www.facebook.com/100044646030256/posts/670585591106303
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=197840549412529&set=a.122833956913189&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=197840549412529&set=a.122833956913189&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/100075597560662/posts/188864413643476
https://www.facebook.com/1648096958816379/posts/2978593302433398
https://www.facebook.com/378776295818797/posts/1782273658802380
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reiterated that energy ties with Moscow must be preserved. The acting ministers have said that 

Bulgaria has the right to export oil products manufactured at Lukoil’s refinery and suggested that 

banning these exports would cause domestic prices to skyrocket. Additionally, the government has 

criticized the attempts of its predecessors to diversify nuclear fuel suppliers. 

Ultranationalist party Revival overtly spreads pro-Russian, anti-Ukrainian, and anti-Western 

propaganda. Its leader, Kostadin Kostadinov, has regularly called for a renegotiation of the EU’s 

recovery plan and the deadlines for decarbonization of the energy sector. He and other party members 

have blamed the EU for allegedly planning to destroy Bulgaria’s energy independence due to the coal 

phase-out commitment listed in the green transition measures.  

Russia-leaning Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) expresses similar friendlier attitudes towards Russian 

energy sources, albeit with less aggressive rhetoric. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/100063717334297/posts/545687040898536
https://www.facebook.com/258792237499871/posts/5657955530916821
https://www.facebook.com/100041945383259/posts/817231109685061
https://www.facebook.com/kostadin.eu/videos/663527058571234/?t=316
https://www.facebook.com/100063477739510/posts/565458902246696
https://www.facebook.com/100063477739510/posts/565458902246696
https://www.facebook.com/100044447435726/posts/687024559455786
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Czech Republic 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Kristina Sefcikova 
Prague Security Studies Institute 

  
 

   

 

General Overview 

When it comes to Russian gas, Czech dependence has significantly decreased. While it was at 98% in 

February 2022, according to information from the Ministry of Industry, no Russian gas has flown to the 

Czech Republic since September. Most of the deliveries come from Norway and the Czech Republic 

also buys liquefied natural gas (LNG), mainly from the USA. In April 2022, the government also 

announced plans to present a comprehensive 5-year project to ensure energy security of the Czech 

Republic and to eliminate dependence on Russian fossil fuels completely. 

Prime Minister Petr Fiala has repeatedly criticized the considerable Czech dependence on Russian gas 

to be the result of policies by the previous government of Andrej Babiš who allegedly allowed the Czech 

Republic to become almost 100% dependent on Putin's Russia for gas supplies. 

Five years ago, Russia had a 56% share in Czech oil imports, in recent years it has been less than 50%. 

The rest of the oil flowing to the Czech Republic originates in different countries via the TAL pipeline. 

According to Prime Minister Fiala, a request has already been made to expand the capacity of the 

pipeline. Currently, the Czech Republic can pump a maximum of four to five million tons of oil per 

year through this pipeline, while the country’s needs come up to seven million tons per year. 

Although most European countries will cut off Russian oil this year, as part of the European 

Commission's sixth sanctions package, the Czech Republic obtained a derogation of the embargo on 

Russian oil from the European Commission, until June 2024. The country should use the time gained 

to expand capacities on the TAL pipeline. 

General Public’s View 

For most Czechs, the current energy crisis is worse than the one a year ago. The main cause is expensive 

energy, and high food prices also play a role, according to a survey from August 2022. In general, 

Czechs believe they will manage through the winter, although they expect it to be difficult. 74% are 

planning to use heating less. At the time of the survey, 43% of households, most often seniors and 

people with a low income, were already taking measures to save on energy. Due to crisis related 

anxieties, over 30% have reduced eating out and the same number has also reduced purchases of more 

expensive or non-essential food. 

As for the causes of the current crisis, 2/3 of Czechs do not see the connection between the crisis and 

the war in Ukraine. Therefore, they do not think that the eventual end of the conflict will end the crisis. 

The majority expect the end of the war by the end of next year. 

According to Amper Meteo Company's findings in October, Czechs have consumed 13.2% less gas 

since the beginning of the year than last year. Also, 70% of Czechs perceive the state's assistance in 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/krist%C3%ADna-%C5%A1ef%C4%8D%C3%ADkov%C3%A1-
https://www.irozhlas.cz/ekonomika/plyn-cesko-zima-zasoby-jozef-sikela_2211100908_ako
https://www.forum24.cz/premier-fiala-se-obratil-k-narodu-nase-zavislost-na-rusku-musi-skoncit-pomuzeme-vam/
https://hlidacipes.org/fiala-vycita-babisovi-plynovou-zavislost-na-rusku-babisovy-firmy-rusky-plyn-nutne-potrebuji/
https://ekonomickydenik.cz/zavislost-ceska-na-ruske-rope-postupne-klesa-do-budoucna-by-pomohlo-posileni-ropovodu-tal/
https://ct24.ceskatelevize.cz/ekonomika/3496224-cesko-se-pripravuje-na-odpojeni-od-ruske-ropy-jsme-na-pripraveni-lepe-nez-madarsko
https://www.idnes.cz/ekonomika/domaci/ropa-ropovod-druzba-ikl-rusko-odklad-embargo.A220506_165507_ekonomika_maz
https://www.idnes.cz/ekonomika/zahranicni/evropska-komise-cesko-vyjimka-ropa-madarsko-slovensko.A220506_101344_eko-zahranicni_remy
https://www.idnes.cz/ekonomika/domaci/energeticka-krize-pruzkum-partners-inflace-vliv-zdrazovani.A220907_100952_ekonomika_alis
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/ekonomika-firmy-cesi-vzali-energetickou-krizi-vazne-snizili-spotrebu-plynu-i-elektriny-216240
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managing the impact of the energy crisis as insufficient. Only a quarter think that the help coming from 

the state is sufficient. 

Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Facebook 15 15% 64 64% 20 20% 1 1% 

 

A majority of the political messaging on the topic involved a strong anti-government narrative that 

blames the current energy crisis on the alleged incompetence of the current government of Petr Fiala 

and criticized his lack of help to the people. The most active and interacted with critic was the leader of 

the right to far right opposition party Freedom and Direct Democracy, Tomio Okamura. He often 

criticized the government for its allegedly insufficient crisis measures while the government continues 

to provide aid to Ukraine at the expense of Czech citizens. He also claims that the Czech Republic will 

invest billions in training of Ukrainian soldiers while Czech citizens are unable to pay their energy bills. 

Considering the popularity of his posts, this narrative has the potential to further undermine solidarity 

of Czech right-wing voters with Ukraine. 

  

Example of Okamura's posts criticizing financing of trainings of Ukrainian soldiers while Czechs struggle to pay 

their energy bills 

A second popular narrative spread by Okamura was blaming the energy crisis on the West, especially 

the European Union and its “ideology”, and also the United States. Okamura calls for an end to the 

European Green Deal and “the climate-hysterical madness” of the European Union, “which will destroy 

the Czech economy and impoverish the Czech citizens”. The cause of the energy crisis is also allegedly 

https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/ekonomika-firmy-cesi-vzali-energetickou-krizi-vazne-snizili-spotrebu-plynu-i-elektriny-216240
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/clanek/ekonomika-firmy-cesi-vzali-energetickou-krizi-vazne-snizili-spotrebu-plynu-i-elektriny-216240
https://www.facebook.com/179497582061065/posts/6111760645501366
https://www.facebook.com/179497582061065/posts/5828705170473583
https://www.facebook.com/179497582061065/posts/5828705170473583
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the ideological stand against coal and nuclear power. These frequent narratives carry a two-fold 

potential impact on the right-wing voters, not only on their solidarity with Ukraine but also on the 

support or openness to green energy and renewables. In total 20% of 100 reviewed posts 

containingenergy related political messaging concerned general communication of the government or 

PM Petr Fiala of their crisis measures. Only one of these posts, by Fiala, directly mentioned the blame 

of Russia and its war in Ukraine.  
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Germany 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Lukas Becker 
IRI Beacon Project; Vesalius College/Brussels 

School of Governance   
 

   

 

General Overview 

Germany was the biggest consumer of Russian gas in Europe before the Russian invasion of Ukraine 

on the 24th of February, previously buying up to 55% of its gas from Russia. This also made it Russia's 

largest customer for fossil fuels in the EU by a wide margin. While gas made only made up 12% of 

Germany's Energy mix in 2021, the country's large chemical and steel producers, pivotal for European 

supply chains, are highly dependent on cheap Russian gas. Additionally, Germany saw gas power plants 

as a major component of its strategy to bring down the country's carbon footprint and invested heavily 

in gas energy. This policy further increased its dependency on natural gas. These factors made the 

country vulnerable to Russian retaliatory gas stoppages, which came after the country sanctioned Russia 

for its invasion of Ukraine.  

 

Currently, the German government favors a gradual reduction of Russian gas imports until completely 

embargoing Russian gas starting in 2024. The government argued a sudden gas embargo would heavily 

damage the German economy. Since Gasprom shut down the Nordstream 1 and Jamal pipelines and the 

subsequent sabotage of both Nordstream pipelines, German imports of Russian gas have declined 

significantly to only 12% of total gas imports, which was far faster than anticipated. However, resulting 

from lower Russian imports, gas prices in Germany rose sharply due to supply shortages, peaking in 

early October at four times the pre-crisis price before leveling off later that month. 

 

General Public’s View 

The sudden price increases for energy have strongly impacted the political and public discourse in the 

country, making the price of energy and a stable electrical grid one of the most important political topics 

arising from the war in Ukraine. In total 60% of Germans call the rising prices driven by shortages a 

point of major concern and 70% of the population views the country's economic outlook negatively in 

light of rising energy costs. Most Germans also expect to be impacted by rising prices personally, with 

77% expecting drastic increases in personal energy bills. These anxieties are one of the possible reasons 

for the notable uptick of support for the far-right AFD, which rose to 15% in the polls after the 

significant rise in energy prices. The AFD is the only major party that openly supports abolishing energy 

sanctions on Russia and rebuilding Nordstream 1 and 2. At the same time, the governing parties, SPD, 

Greens, and FDP, are losing support. Despite the general anxiety around energy security, 70% of 

Germans still believe the country should support Ukraine regardless of the rising energy costs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.linkedin.com/in/lukas-becker1997
https://www.destatis.de/DE/Presse/Pressemitteilungen/2022/03/PD22_116_43312.html
https://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/erdgas-lieferungen-russlands-anteil-faellt-auf-12-prozent-a-0ac40974-034b-421c-930d-5be2256a2ef2
https://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/erdgas-lieferungen-russlands-anteil-faellt-auf-12-prozent-a-0ac40974-034b-421c-930d-5be2256a2ef2
https://www.bundesnetzagentur.de/DE/Gasversorgung/aktuelle_gasversorgung/_svg/Gaspreise/Gaspreise.html
https://www.bundesnetzagentur.de/DE/Gasversorgung/aktuelle_gasversorgung/_svg/Gaspreise/Gaspreise.html
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/politbarometer-inflation-wiedervereinigung-100.html?slide=1664472728886
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/politbarometer-inflation-wiedervereinigung-100.html?slide=1664472728886
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/politbarometer-inflation-wiedervereinigung-100.html?slide=WirtschErwartung
https://www.politico.eu/europe-poll-of-polls/germany/
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/politbarometer-inflation-wiedervereinigung-100.html?slide=1664472477503
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/politik/politbarometer-inflation-wiedervereinigung-100.html?slide=1664472477503
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Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Facebook 7 7% 37 37% 54 54% 2 2% 

 

The political messaging on Facebook by German political parties is dominated by a focus on domestic 

politics. In total 37% of all monitored posts blame the government for the current crisis, and most of 

the 54% of posts presenting more general anxiety on energy issues are in defense of government policies 

or explaining the current crisis. Only 2% of posts blame Russia, while 7% blame the West for the current 

energy crisis, underscoring the domestic nature of political messaging on this topic in Germany. The 

timeline of the posts made on the energy crisis topic strongly correlates with high gas prices in late 

September and early October, indicating the potential for messaging on the topic to change quickly and 

significantly. As Gas prices began to fall during October, there was a notable decrease in interactions 

with posts on energy. However, sudden shocks in the coming months could see the renewed rise of 

different narratives on the topic. 

 

There are two prevailing narratives criticizing the German government. The pro-western center-right 

CDU and CSU opposition parties mostly accuse the governing coalition of mismanaging the crisis and 

being ineffective in lowering costs for voters, while the far-right and pro-Russian AFD employs 

narratives that accuse the government of directly causing the crisis as the sanctions on Russia are 

portrayed as unjust and unnecessary. Notably, the AFD political messaging strongly overlaps with the 

topic of sanctions as it often suggests the root cause of the energy crisis is the EU sanctions regime, 

thereby undermining support for the sanctions by using the energy topic. CDU and CSU messaging 

does not question the sanctions in any of their posts, only blaming the government management but not 

the sanctions themselves for the crisis. 

https://www.bundesnetzagentur.de/DE/Gasversorgung/aktuelle_gasversorgung/_svg/Gaspreise/Gaspreise.html
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Example of CDU/CSU critique of Government management Example of AFD critique of Sanctions 

The other domestic component of the political messaging is the communication from the government 

coalition defending and explaining their policies and the rapid price increases for energy. Notably, 

however, representatives of the government coalition only blamed Russia twice for being the cause of 

the energy crisis out of 38 posts made by coalition accounts. Given the government’s firm pro-Ukrainian 

stance, this seems to be a missed opportunity to remind citizens that Russia is the aggressor and sole 

cause of the current conflict. Similarly, the pro-Ukrainian opposition parties CDU and CSU have not 

made any posts that blame Russia for the current situation, preferring to blame the German government 

in their messaging. The far-right AFD was the only party to blame the West for the energy crisis doing 

so seven times, accusing both the USA and the EU of causing or exacerbating the crisis by hindering 

German gas supply from Russia. This means that anti-Western political messaging was more visible 

than anti-Russian messaging, which is exacerbated by the fact that the post blaming the West garnered 

far more interactions than those blaming Russia. The relative lack of blame for Russia causing the 

energy crisis may further perceptions that the crisis actually originates with the West or the German 

government, feeding into widespread anti-American and anti-Western sentiment, especially in eastern 

Germany, where the pro-Russian AFD has the strongest support.  
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Ireland 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Kirsty Park 
EDMO Ireland 

   

 

General Overview 

Ireland did not import any gas from Russia before the war in Ukraine and so energy supplies have not 

been directly affected by Russia’s invasion. However, Ireland does have a high level of dependence 

upon oil products which made up 47% of the country’s energy supply in 2021, followed by natural gas 

at 32%. Ireland has a domestic source of gas supply which supplies 30% of the country’s gas needs 

followed by 70% which is imported from Scotland. When it comes to other imports from Russia, Ireland 

did not have any imports of oil or gas in 2021, but it did import 22% of its coal supply from Russia 

which is below the EU average of 54%, so overall the Irish energy supply is much less dependent upon 

Russian imports compared to other EU countries. However, Ireland does not have storage capacity, and 

while Irish gas prices have not risen at the same level as the rest of Europe, its electricity prices have.  

General Public’s View  

For this reason, the main concern in Ireland has not been around the supply of energy but more so the 

cost. The government in Ireland has taken a strong pro-Ukraine stance and back in May, the Taoiseach 

(Irish Prime Minister) made it clear that while energy prices would likely rise due to the EU’s 

dependence on Russian energy supplies, Russia was to blame for these rising costs and that Putin wanted 

to create an energy crisis. This also reflected the public’s attitude at the time with 81% of people 

supporting sanctions on Russian gas supplies. A poll in September of this year found that 70% of Irish 

voters were struggling to make ends meet, an increase of 37% from the same time last year, while 77% 

of people in an October poll stated that they already had or intended to use less heating this winter. This 

does put pressure on the Irish government to respond to the public’s concerns. However, an October 

poll found that, despite a drop of 9%, an overwhelming proportion (72%) of voters still agree that 

“Ireland must continue to stand by Ukraine even if this means energy shortages”. 

Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Twitter 3 5% 12 20% 45 74% 1 2% 

  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kirstypark/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/IE_2022_Energy_Snapshot.pdf
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/IE_2022_Energy_Snapshot.pdf
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/IE_2022_Energy_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2022/0204/1277746-russia-gas-supply-costs-disruption-europe-ireland/
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-10/IE_2022_Energy_Snapshot.pdf
https://www.rte.ie/news/ireland/2022/0531/1302166-energy-prices/
https://www.rte.ie/news/ireland/2022/0531/1302166-energy-prices/
https://www.foe.ie/assets/files/pdf/ireland_thinks_poll_results_on_russian_gas_-_march_2022.pdf
https://www.foe.ie/assets/files/pdf/ireland_thinks_poll_results_on_russian_gas_-_march_2022.pdf
https://www.redcresearch.ie/cost-of-living-response-vital-for-govt-parties/
https://www.thejournal.ie/poll-energy-use-ireland-heating-5891701-Oct2022/
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2022/10/28/irish-timesipsos-poll-strong-support-for-ukraine-but-worries-over-refugee-numbers/
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2022/10/28/irish-timesipsos-poll-strong-support-for-ukraine-but-worries-over-refugee-numbers/
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The overall narratives within the energy topic were not focused on Ukraine or Russia or on attribution 

of blame in relation to the war in Ukraine. When blame was placed for supply issues or prices, it was 

largely domestic and focused on how Ireland’s domestic policy has led to a lack of energy security or 

lack of investment into renewable energies. The top 100 posts did not reveal any areas of concern when 

it comes to the impact of these messages on support for Ukraine. While energy costs in particular seem 

to be of high concern to the Irish public, support for Ukraine remains high and so discussions around 

these topics appear to discuss both issues independently of one another or on the provision that while 

Russia may not be explicitly blamed, support for Ukraine is not questioned. 
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Lithuania 

 

Analyst: 

 

 Urte Andriukaitytė  
Civic Resilience Initiative 

   

 

General Overview 

At the beginning of March, shortly after the Russian invasion, Lithuania’s energy dependence on Russia 

was declared one of the highest among the European countries, as 

it paid over 3 billion Euros for Russian oil, gas, and electricity 

throughout 2021. However, on the 2nd of April, Lithuania dropped 

Russian energy imports, including oil, natural gas, and electricity. 

Nord Pool, a pan-European power exchange, stopped trading 

Russian electricity from its only importer in the Baltic States Inter 

RAO, meaning Lithuania no longer imports Russian energy 

supplies such as oil, electricity, and natural gas. It became the first 

EU state among Gazprom’s supplier countries to secure its energy 

independence from Russia (image: an example of the decision’s 

announcement on Facebook and its massive engagement of 

support). 

Energy Minister, Dainius Kreivys, stated that such a step was not 

only a significant milestone for Lithuania in its journey towards 

energy independence but also an expression of Lithuania’s 

solidarity with Ukraine. He claimed to be proud of such a move 

and encouraged others to stop financing the “Russian war 

machine”. Other high-ranking officials, including the President of 

Lithuania Gitanas Nausėda and Prime Minister Ingrida Šimonytė, 

expressed their support for the decision. 

For liquefied natural gas, the terminal in Klaipėda has received imports from the United States, to help 

replace previous Russian energy imports. At the same time, local power generation and imports from 

other EU countries through existing interconnections with Sweden, Poland, and Latvia have been able 

to cover the rest of the country’s electricity needs. 

General Public’s View  

However, society’s anxiety around energy remains high, reaching the topic’s peak compared to the 

summer months, when heating was less of a problem. As the temperature begins to fall and winter sets 

in, discussions over the household energy bills will greatly intensify. While the current online debates 

arelargely harmless, providing material for memes and jokes than actual criticism, they can  raise the 

general anxiety levels  priming their audiences to be more receptive toward harsher criticism or those 

seeking to place blame on specific actors.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/urt%C4%97-andriukaityt%C4%97/
https://www.delfi.lt/verslas/energetika/lietuvos-energetine-priklausomybe-nuo-rusijos-bene-didziausia-es-pernai-sumoketa-apie-3-mlrd-euru.d?id=89590509
https://www.delfi.lt/verslas/energetika/lietuvos-energetine-priklausomybe-nuo-rusijos-bene-didziausia-es-pernai-sumoketa-apie-3-mlrd-euru.d?id=89590509
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As the topic is highly relevant, even independent media publish articles with clickbait headlines such 

as “How to survive the energy nightmare?”, creating or deepening panic around this topic. A quick 

overview of main Kremlin-aligned media outlets (ekspertai.eu, laisvaslaikrastis.lt, bukimevieningi.lt) 

reveals, that such outlets tend to blame the local government for high incompetence and poor 

management or even creation of energy crisis. Seldom, dependency on the West is seen as a cause of 

the crises. 

The Lithuanian public broadcaster launched a survey asking 

about habits related to energy use which revealed that half of 

the respondents (51%) began to proactively save energy due 

to the increase in electricity prices. In total, 16% of 

respondents stated that they save energy drastically while 

19% claimed not to have changed their habits yet, but planned 

to do so. While previous attempts to save energy by citizens 

were due to a combination of environmental impact and costs, 

now the motivation is almost solely due to financial 

considerations. This reactive response speaks more to the 

short term anxiety that citizens face and further indicates the 

potential risk of hostile narratives receiving a receptive 

audience.   

Political Messaging 

 

Interestingly, hardly any posts or tweets mentioned the sanctions imposed on Russia, and there was no 

significant overlap with this topic. 

Despite the low number of results in the analysed social media posts, articles or public debates that 

cover the politics of the energy sector and pro-Ukrainian actors tend to articulate the blame on Russia 

for this energy crisis. Even though the effect and the reach of this particular message are quite hard to 

measure, it seems to reach a wide audience of legit independent sources. Energy security and its related 

topics currently are and are likely to stay for at least the winter time among the most trending topics in 

the country. 

  

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Facebook 1 1% 22 22% 7 7% 2 2% 

Twitter 2 2% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

*remaining posts in top the top 100 were deemed not relevant to the analysis 

Example of Clickbait Headline: “How do 
Lithuanian’s Survive the Energy Nightmare” 

https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/verslas/4/1707109/apklausa-kylancios-kainos-7-iems-is-10-ties-gyventoju-tapo-paskata-labiau-taupyti-elektra
https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/verslas/4/1707109/apklausa-kylancios-kainos-7-iems-is-10-ties-gyventoju-tapo-paskata-labiau-taupyti-elektra
https://www.ziniuradijas.lt/laidos/verslo-pulsas/kodel-elektros-kainos-pakilo-daugiau-kaip-3-kartus?video=1
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Poland 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Michał Krawczyk 
Kosciuszko Institute 

   

 

General Overview 

As of 2022, the Polish energy mix is dominated by energy from the combustion of mostly hard coal 

(48%) and lignite (17%). To a far lesser extent renewable energy sources (25%), natural gas (6%), and 

other sources are used. Prior to the Russian invasion of Ukraine, Poland's demand for oil and natural 

gas was met largely through imports from Russia. After 24 February, the country underwent a rapid 

“derussification” of each of the supply chains of these energy sources. Last June, Gazprom stopped 

supplying gas to Poland, the official reason for Moscow's decision was the Polish side's refusal to 

change its settlement currency to the Russian rouble. However, thanks to the natural gas supply 

diversification projects that have been underway for several years, mainly through the expansion of port 

infrastructure capable of handling LNG and the construction of the Baltic Pipe, Poland was able to meet 

gas demand with other sources.  

In the case of oil, despite the gradual reduction in imports from Russia, Poland still mainly relies on 

Russian crude oil. In December, the European Union's 6th package of sanctions, which bans oil imports 

from Russia, will come into force, which also coincides with the end of the contract between Poland 

and the Russian firm Rosneft for its oil supplies. This is forcing a radical shift away from Russian 

imports, which are to be replaced by other sources.  

In April this year, the Polish President signed a law introducing an embargo on coal imports from 

Russia. Poland was thus significantly ahead of the European Union's actions in this regard. However, 

such an early embargo resulted in increased problems with the availability of this raw material and high 

prices. This was followed by heated public and political debate, especially in the first months after the 

decision. Russian coal was mainly replaced by supplies from Australia, Colombia, Indonesia, Ukraine 

and the United States, but the problems with availability and prices are still relevant, mainly due to the 

limited logistical capacity at Polish ports and the high price of imported coal.   

From the very beginning of the Russian invasion, the Polish Government was openly in favour of 

introducing extensive sanctions against Russia, including restricting or banning the import of energy 

resources from that country. At present, gas and coal are no longer imported from Russia, and oil 

imports are expected to be cut off completely in the next few months. 

General Public’s View 

Since the beginning of the Russian invasion Polish society stood overwhelmingly behind the idea to 

ban the import of energy resources from Russia. As a poll from April 2022 showed, 85% of Poles were 

at the time in favour of not buying Russian gas, oil or coal. Despite this stance and the high level of 

awareness regarding the impact of the war in Ukraine on the energy sector, Poles are at the same time 

conscious of the fact that their individual and national energy security is under threat. As a survey from 

September showed, 84.4% of respondents are concerned about rising prices for electricity, heating, and 

hot water. According to them, Russia (56%), EU climate policy (50,6%) and the Polish government 

(48,1%) are among the main ones responsible for high fuel and energy prices. The internal factor is 

particularly raised in the context of coal availability problems for individual customers. The government 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/michal-krawczyk-773157178/
https://www.bankier.pl/wiadomosc/Wiekszosc-Polakow-za-zakazem-importu-rosyjskich-surowcow-nawet-za-cene-podwyzek-Sondaz-8312592.html
https://www.bankier.pl/wiadomosc/Wiekszosc-Polakow-za-zakazem-importu-rosyjskich-surowcow-nawet-za-cene-podwyzek-Sondaz-8312592.html
https://www.pb.pl/sondaz-dla-rp-pl-strach-przed-wzrostem-cen-pradu-i-ogrzewania-powszechny-wsrod-polakow-1163973
https://www.pb.pl/sondaz-dla-rp-pl-strach-przed-wzrostem-cen-pradu-i-ogrzewania-powszechny-wsrod-polakow-1163973
https://www.pb.pl/sondaz-dla-rp-pl-strach-przed-wzrostem-cen-pradu-i-ogrzewania-powszechny-wsrod-polakow-1163973
https://www.wnp.pl/energetyka/sondaz-dla-rz-za-wysokie-ceny-paliw-i-energii-odpowiadaja-rosja-polityka-klimatyczna-ue-oraz-polski-rzad,525946.html
https://www.wnp.pl/energetyka/sondaz-dla-rz-za-wysokie-ceny-paliw-i-energii-odpowiadaja-rosja-polityka-klimatyczna-ue-oraz-polski-rzad,525946.html
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has been criticised, among other things, for 'coming out ahead' with a ban on Russian coal, which was 

introduced much earlier than in the EU, despite not having an alternative plan, which resulted in 

problems with availability and inflated prices. In addition to that, the majority of the public (66%) 

believes that the government is responding badly to the energy crisis, while at the same time 

understanding that its source is, in large part, Russia's actions. 

Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Facebook 22 22% 55 55% 9 9% 14 14% 

 

The political conversation around the energy crisis on Facebook has been largely taken over by the far-

right Confederation coalition (pl. Konfederacja) representatives. The Facebook profiles of the 

individual parties that make up the coalition and their leaders account for as much as 63% of the 100 

top engaged with posts during the period under study. These focused mainly on two narratives - 

criticising the Law and Justice government and portraying its actions as the cause of the energy crisis, 

and accusing the European Union's climate policy of the same. 

The second most influential group on Facebook consisted of governmental representatives Their 

messages focused almost entirely on depicting Russia's culpability for the energy crisis, by introducing 

the term 'PUTINflation' (pl. PUTINflacja) and other statements blaming Russia’s invasion as the cause. 

Although to a lesser extent, blame has also been placed on EU climate policy for causing and 

exacerbating the energy crisis. Most notably, this argument has been made by Minister of Justice 

Zbigniew Ziobro who is known for his anti-EU views. The other opposition parties and their 

representatives (mainly Donald Tusk, Szymon Hołownia, and Władysław Kosiniak-Kamysz) accounted 

for only 10% of the most engaged with posts on this topic. Their posts accused the government of 

causing the crisis with its policies in Poland while recognizing Russia's prominent role on a global level.  

 

https://biznesalert.pl/polski-alarm-smogowy-sondaz-rzad-kryzys-energetyczny/
https://biznesalert.pl/polski-alarm-smogowy-sondaz-rzad-kryzys-energetyczny/
https://biznesalert.pl/polski-alarm-smogowy-sondaz-rzad-kryzys-energetyczny/
https://www.facebook.com/100044312205441/posts/671860484301019
https://www.facebook.com/100044312205441/posts/671860484301019
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Examples of Posts by Polish Politicians 

Among the main topics were the problem of coal availability, high prices at petrol stations and the 

government's irresponsible energy policy. Russia's role is therefore mainly highlighted by sources 

connected to the government, while others use the energy crisis for its political goals - emphasising the 

government's wrongdoings by criticising all its actions or creating a negative image of the European 

Union - mainly in the case of far-right parties like the National Movement (pl. Ruch Narodowy). 

The topic of sanctions itself was not very prominent among the content analysed. Only individual 

messages linked the issue of Poland's imposition of sanctions to the deepening energy crisis or criticised 

the government for banning coal imports from Russia faster than the EU. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/100044642190097/posts/671082131056521
https://www.facebook.com/100044642190097/posts/671082131056521
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Romania 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Madalina Voinea 
Expert Forum 

   

 

General Overview 

Despite 45% of Romania’s primary energy consumption being provided by imports, the country has 

lower dependence on Russian imports than many other European countries, especially for natural gas. 

However, there has been a more significant dependency on Russian crude oil imports, which accounts 

for 37% of Romania’s imports. Moreover, due to the lack of new investments into the energy sector, 

dependency on imported energy keeps growing.  

Romania’s internal energy production decreased in the last 4 years by approximately 17% due to a 

combination of factors such as laws discouraging foreign investments, old equipment and declining 

production from the existing facilities that are not profitable anymore in the context of the additional 

income tax.  

Due to several short-term measures introduced by the government in 2022, the annual dependence on 

imported gas is expected to decrease below 10%. These measures included closure or reduction of 

activity at some high energy-consuming factories, such as Azomureș (natural fertilizers producer) or 

Alromin Tulcea (producer of alumina) which led to a decrease in primary consumption by 15% in 

comparison with winter 2021.  

According to Ion Sterian, General Director of Transgaz, the production of oil has significantly 

increased. As Sterian said “The production from OMV has stabilized, that from Romgaz has increased 

a little, and the 3 million cubic meters of gas from Black Oil and Gas have also arrived, through the 

opening of exploitation from the Black Sea. Daily production is now 25 million cubic meters of gas, 

compared to 21.5 million last year." 

Romanian natural gas storage facilities have been filled above the targeted 80% capacity and could 

reach 90% by the end of the year, according to the statement given by state secretary of the energy 

ministry Dan Dragan to Reuters. Yet, according to energy experts, the Romanian government needs to 

improve the regulatory framework to speed up development and to make internal exploitation a 

sustainable long-term alternative. Nevertheless, increased internal production of gas should not mean 

an abandonment of energy-friendly initiatives in the long run, stated Dragan. 

General Public’s View 

Mild temperatures at the start of the winter and high natural gas deposits have lowered the fear from 

rising energy prices Romanians experienced this summer. The price of gas, however, remains the main 

topic of people’s discussions.  

According to a survey made by Avangarde, 73% of Romanians believe that a large-scale economic 

crisis is inevitable. For almost half of the population, inflation constitutes their biggest fear, followed 

by increasing costs of energy and food. In total 38% of respondents expect the Russian Federation to 

completely cut off gas supplies to Europe this winter. 42% of respondents are confident that Europe 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/voinea-madalina-51942b134/
https://www.eceee.org/all-news/news/romania-aims-for-energy-independence-in-response-to-ukraine-war/
https://www.romania-insider.com/ro-energy-dependence-russia-mar-2022
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/alternative-la-gaz-rusesc/32026140.html
https://romania.europalibera.org/a/alternative-la-gaz-rusesc/32026140.html
https://www.g4media.ro/exclusiv-sondaj-avangarde-73-dintre-romani-cred-ca-va-veni-o-criza-economica-de-amploare-jumatate-din-populatie-se-teme-cel-mai-mult-de-inflatie-abia-apoi-de-criza-energetica-alimentara-si-de-cre.html
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will identify solutions to overcome a possible energy crisis, while 21% do not believe that Europe will 

identify solutions and 30% cannot appreciate.  

 

Romanian population is frustrated by the lack of alternative long-term energy solutions which would 

stabilize the prices. There is a general acknowledgement that the war in Ukraine, has contributed to the 

energy crisis. Attribution of responsibility varies, however Russia tends to be blamed the most. 

Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Twitter 0 0% 56 56% 42 42% 2 2% 

 

A majority of the political messaging on the topic contains strong anti-government narratives targeting 

the ruling coalition of the National Liberal Party (PNL) and the Social Democratic Party (PSD). The 

coalition is blamed for the current energy prices increase and is portraited as corrupted and incompetent. 

PSD and PNL are the biggest parties in Romania, typically being the ruling party or the opposition. 

Their alliance is seen as a highly power-hungry decision to rule the country, despite their leaders arguing 

this coalition was built to avoid the instability which followed the last elections when no party was able 

to build a parliamentary majority.  

The main narratives criticized state owned companies that dominate the energy market, for failure to 

attract foreign investment, the lack of cooperation among decision makers, and a heavily politicized 

attribution of functions in these companies. Thus, being a national theme in Romanian society, 

corruption is once again allegedly to blame for the slow progress in development of long-term solutions 

for the energy crisis.  

George Simion, leader of the far-right nationalist party of AUR (Alliance for the Union of Romanians) 

is a leading critic of the current management of state-owned companies. Another top narrative blames 

PNL for energy crisis due to the liberalization of the energy market. Interestingly, even coalition party 
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PSD spreads this narrative. Data do not support this conclusion however. Otilia Nuțu, Expert Forum 

Think Tank board member and World Bank energy consultant claims that the liberalization of domestic 

natural gas consumption in the summer of 2020 actually led to decrease of prices by about 27%, and 

the reduction was maintained until the summer of 2021, when prices began to grow all over Europe.  

This criticism of the liberalization of the market likely intended to promote a so-called Solidarity Tax 

supported by the PSD. Marcel Ciolacu, the leader of the PSD supports multiple solutions to solve the 

energy crisis such as increasedtaxation of large businesses valued over 100 million euros. Also, 

according to the emergency Ordinance published on 1 September in the Official Gazette of Romania 

no. 864 , new energy regulations such aselectricity price caps and the "solidarity tax" applicable 

throughout the electricity and gas production chain are already about to be put in place by the 

government. Comparison to the general Sanction topic  

Sanctions imposed on Russia seems to be a conversation that has faded in Romania in the last 2 months, 

mainly due to an increasing interest on internal issues such as inflation, poverty and the energy crisis 

itself. The mentions of Russia usually blame the Kremlin regime for the consequences Europe faces, 

but do not suggest that sanctions are responsible or should be stopped. 

  

Examples of Critique of the Government 
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Slovakia 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Kristina Sefcikova 
Prague Security Studies Institute 

  
 

   

 

General Overview 

Slovakia ranks among countries with the highest dependence on Russian gas, according to an analysis 

by the International Monetary Fund from August 2022. Last year, Slovakia still imported almost all of 

its gas from Russia. In May 2022, diversification of gas imports was announced by the Slovak Gas 

Industry (SPP): Slovakia will import 32% of the gas from Norway, 34% in the form of LNG mostly via 

a terminal in Croatia, and the remaining third will come from Russia. Together with Hungary, Slovakia 

was also exempted from the EU’s 6th sanctions package which stipulated that countries had until 

December to end imports of Russian oil. On account of Slovakia being completely dependent on the 

supply of oil via the Soviet built Druzhba pipeline, Slovakia has been allowed to be able to buy Russian 

oil in 2023 as well. 

General Public’s View 

Increasing prices of energy in the upcoming months are a matter of concern for almost ¾ of Slovaks 

active online. Almost half (47%) claim the highest level of concern, a quarter are a little less worried 

and 22% are in the middle of the scale, according to a survey from September 2022. Moreover, 

approximately 19% of the Slovak population are struggling with paying their energy bills, according to 

a survey from May 2022. A further 45% claim that increased utility bills “will make them worry that 

they may have trouble paying them”. However, up to 42% do not plan to take any measures to pay less 

in this critical situation and rely on subsidies from the state.  

Political Messaging 

Breakdown of Top 100 Engaged Content by Platform 

Platform Blame: West Blame: Domestic General Blame: Russia 

Facebook 9 9% 17 17% 66 66% 8 8% 

 

 

        

Political messaging on the topic is dominated by general communication of the government and the 

Prime Minister Eduard Heger about specific forms of assistance provided to counter the energy crisis, 

mainly in the context of approving next year’s national budget and the allocation of finances for fighting 

the energy crisis. The most active participants in the messaging is the ruling party, Ordinary People and 

the Movement of Independent Personalities (OĽANO), followed by Prime Minister Heger.  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/krist%C3%ADna-%C5%A1ef%C4%8D%C3%ADkov%C3%A1-
https://ekonomika.pravda.sk/energetika/clanok/635555-mapa-zavislosti-plynu-na-rusku-slovensko/
https://ekonomika.pravda.sk/energetika/clanok/635555-mapa-zavislosti-plynu-na-rusku-slovensko/
https://standard.sk/223045/eu-prvykrat-doviezla-viac-plynu-z-usa-ako-z-ruska-nemci-prisli-so-zaujimavym-napadom-pre-nord-stream-2/?cookie_status=accept
https://standard.sk/223045/eu-prvykrat-doviezla-viac-plynu-z-usa-ako-z-ruska-nemci-prisli-so-zaujimavym-napadom-pre-nord-stream-2/?cookie_status=accept
https://tvnoviny.sk/ekonomika/clanok/169647-madarsko-a-slovensko-dostanu-vynimku-rusku-ropu-budu-moct-nakupovat-do-konca-roka-2023
https://tvnoviny.sk/ekonomika/clanok/169647-madarsko-a-slovensko-dostanu-vynimku-rusku-ropu-budu-moct-nakupovat-do-konca-roka-2023
https://www.nielsen-admosphere.sk/news/polovica-slovakov-ma-zo-zvysovania-cien-energii-velke-obavy
https://www.nielsen-admosphere.sk/news/polovica-slovakov-ma-zo-zvysovania-cien-energii-velke-obavy
https://klimatickainiciativa.sk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SKI-PRIESKUM.pdf
https://klimatickainiciativa.sk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SKI-PRIESKUM.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/100064420432741/posts/476683447822332
https://www.facebook.com/100064420432741/posts/476683447822332
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The dominance of posts detailing specific crisis aid can be explained either by general active strategic 

communication efforts by the ruling party or alternatively by the party's efforts to convince the public 

of their active approach due to an announcement of an opposition-initiated referendum planned for 

January 2023 to establish a new no-confidence mechanism under Slovak law. If passed, a constitutional 

change would allow for an end to a parliament’s mandate by referendum or by the parliament’s decision, 

thereby resulting in future snap elections. Some of the popular posts criticize the ex-governing coalition 

party Freedom and Solidarity and its leader, former Minister of Economy Richard Sulík, who took part 

in negotiating energy sources for Slovakia. The party left the rulling coalition at the end of the summer. 

Russia was directly blamed for the energy crisis in only 8% of the reviewed posts, primarily from Prime 

Minister Heger, President Zuzana Čaputová, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs pages with a clear 

messages stating that “Russia has always used gas supplies as a weapon to achieve its political goals.” 

In total 17% of reviewed posts blamed the current government with claims that Slovakia does not know 

how to face the energy crisis and the government has done nothing or very little to help its citizens. 

These accusations came from opposition parties on both the right and the left. Overall, the generally 

weaker narrative of blaming the government for the energy crisis was overtaken in interactions by the 

ruling party. 

All in all, hostile narratives hold a lesser part of the popular online debate and focus more on criticizing 

the government than on targeting the help provided to Ukraine. Their potential impact concerns mainly 

long-term anti-West oriented core voters of the opposition.  

Example of Critique of the Sanctions 

https://www.facebook.com/100064831232866/posts/487298246774546
https://www.facebook.com/100064831232866/posts/487298246774546
https://www.facebook.com/100069068707259/posts/433366588975628
https://www.facebook.com/100069068707259/posts/433366588975628
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The topic of sanctions is often linked to blaming the West for the energy crisis - up to half of the posts 

blaming the West criticized the sanctions imposed on Russia. The most common narrative is the 

uselessness of sanctions which have not managed to end the violence in Ukraine but only increased the 

price of energy. A part of the online debate calls for their lifting as the only possible way to solve the 

crisis. The question of energy security and food security seems to be equally important in this case. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/100044415100098/posts/674894654001032
https://www.facebook.com/100044415100098/posts/674894654001032
https://www.facebook.com/100044415100098/posts/674894654001032
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Ukraine 

 

Analysts: 

 

 Dmytro Tuzhanskyi  
Institute for Central European Strategy  

   

 

General Overview 

Since October 10 Russia has started massively shelling critical energy infrastructure facilities in 

Ukraine. According to statements by Ukrainian President Zelensky, asnd confirmed by independent 

experts, approx. 40% of Ukraine’s energy infrastructure is now destroyed or damaged. There were 2 

most massive attacks: first - on October 10, Russia launched 84 cruise missiles and 24 drones over 

Ukraine, the estimated cost of this attack, according to Forbes, is $400-700 million; second - on 

November 15 Russia launched 96 air- and sea-based cruise missiles, as well as 10 strike drones, the 

estimated cost of this attack, according to Forbes, is $700-900 million. 

The target of the Russian shelling are not so much the power plants as the 330 kV and 750 kV 

substations. They distribute energy from high-voltage power lines along smaller lines to end consumers. 

Without substations, the power grid cannot transmit power, even if it is produced in abundance. As a 

result, since October 10, Ukraine was forced to immediately stop selling electricity to the EU and the 

country continues to suffer from regular emergency blackouts. After the attacks on October 10, mostly 

the central, eastern and southern part of Ukraine, in particular Kyiv, suffered from emergency blackouts. 

But after November 15, the most massive missile attack since the full-scale invasion, the whole of 

Ukraine has been suffering from blackouts, including the most western part of the country. During 

October and November Ukraine has already twice tested the importation of electricity from the EU, in 

particular, from Slovakia. 

General Public’s View 

Starting from October 10, when first point emergency blackouts and later fan blackouts started in 

Ukraine, the topic of “no electricity”, “blackouts”, “utilities” became and remains one of the main topics 

of discussion on social networks.  

Currently, it appears that Ukrainian society is ready to tolerate any inconvenience caused by Russian 

aggression and attacks on civilian infrastructure. But with the approach of winter and cold weather, the 

situation can change dynamically. The polarization of Ukrainian society is developing now between 

those who have “light” and those who do not; those who save electricity and those who do not. This 

context creates the threat of regional polarization and enmity, as the western part of Ukraine is less 

affected by the blackouts. 

Political Messaging 

Since October 10 constant and emotional discussions about the blackouts and preparing for winter has 

become as common as those talking about the war itself. At the same time, the purposeful work of 

destructive or external actors is not identified in the Ukrainian-speaking segment of social networks, or 

their influence is not significant. 

https://www.facebook.com/ices.thinktank
https://forbes.ua/war-in-ukraine/rosiyani-za-pivdobi-vipustili-raket-po-ukraini-na-400-800-mln-infografika-forbes-10102022-8899
https://forbes.ua/war-in-ukraine/rosiyani-za-pivdobi-vipustili-raket-po-ukraini-na-400-800-mln-infografika-forbes-10102022-8899
https://forbes.ua/news/rosiya-za-dekilka-godin-vipustila-po-ukraini-raket-na-700-900-mln-bilshist-zbili-15112022-9785
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In some posts, both on Facebook and Twitter, the responsibility for these outages is placed not on 

Russia, which is attacking critical infrastructure of Ukraine, but on President Volodymyr Zelensky, as 

the head of the state and his team, who couldn’t manage the situation, or the oligarchs (Ukraine's main 

energy company DTEK is owned by Rynat Akhmetov).  

For example, since October 30 on Facebook as well as other media, there is content being spread 

(initially, post on Facebook by Anatoliy Yaroshenko (Yaroved) from Chernihiv), in many cases without 

the original author of the publication, about the conspiracy of blackouts in Ukraine. The key narratives, 

which are spreading within this content, are:  

1) there is no objective need for blackouts, there is enough electricity for people;  

2) the electricity network of Ukraine is a private property and the real owners, but not Ukrainians or the 

State should restore the damaged grids;  

3) it is all a plan of big business to profit and “restore the material base of one's own business at the 

expense of the state and foreign donors”. 

Three of the most viral posts on Facebook in this regard: 

First 

 

https://www.facebook.com/oleksandr.myrnyy.9/posts/pfbid03w6P6fpDk9ho7P3zUBLqk6vniwEeBeDHTLuP5ckhL9TrgEN13aAzLVakqWehvXd5l
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Second   

 

Third (original post) 

 

It is important to note that messages from officials about the difficult situation due to shelling are among 

the most popular posts on Facebook and Twitter on the topic of energy security. Thus, despite the 

negative context of the information they shared (lack of power supply, blackouts, schedules of 

emergency blackouts), if the news come directly from officials and immediately, it is perceived by 

people not as exclusively negative or provocative, but as strategic communication and expression of 

care. 

In particular, within the framework of this study, among the most popular posts were identified posts 

from the mayors of Lviv, Kyiv, Dnipro, Novogradvolinsky, Beregove, as well as from energy 

companies. 

The above-described example of disinformation based on a conspiracy theory was effectively debunked 

and balanced through the post of adviser to the Minister of Energy Lana Zerkal, who is also a popular 

politician on Facebook. 

https://www.facebook.com/galina.torska.9/posts/pfbid02S9E3ov1nS76z5UFbf6XtD7yik8fbj7dDuKZ9mrDULv2svt6SecphG2ScYbXzTPvRl
https://www.facebook.com/yaroved/posts/pfbid0Qd6RMaqpfsLZyiTpRGcNWeQGD2YQ6p1z6WgNtYQUTuWLQxgwf7AxwtvAbzn69Yyxl
https://www.facebook.com/lana.zerkal/posts/pfbid0s8fTJBPu2R5RQo6er6h6eJBB6ph7KGbQJHobnAkUAoZbe15cekBaaYKF4PD51kFfl

